Obituary of Winsome Louise Close (24-4-1914    17-5-2007)

Louise Close passed away peacefully on Thursday 17 May 2007. In recent years she had suffered serious dementia due to Alzheimer’s disease.

Louise was a renowned stud breeder. Her “Newbold” Poll Dorsets have played a significant part in the development of the breed and the lamb industry for the last 40 years. A daughter of “WJ” Dawkins, founder of the Poll Dorset breed, she took up farming and sheep breeding in 1966 at the age of 52 when he divided his property amongst his four daughters. 

She had not lived on a farm since finishing her schooling at MLC at the age 17. She had then spent a year working with her father on Newbold. Her elder sister Joy was also home and they alternated, one week outside with WJ and one week inside with their mother Gwen. Louise loved working with the sheep. One of her jobs was to ride round the sheep and check for any with horns caught in fences, or stuck on their backs. In later times she would often comment how good it was not to have to worry about those problems anymore.

She was always adventurous and had then set off for Sydney where she attended the “Swords Club” for several years gaining a Diploma in physical education. She returned to Adelaide in 1936 and began teaching at MLC. She is still remembered fondly by girls she taught there. She also taught in Sydney at PLC Croydon, and also in Perth. Whilst in Perth she fare welled her fiancé Maynard Close off to Military service in North Africa. He was captured there and was a POW of the Italians and Germans till the end of the War.
Louise joined up in the Australian Women Army Service and was involved with the physical training of the new recruits. By the end of the war she was the officer in charge of all physical training of personal in the AWAS. 
When Maynard returned, and after the first Newbold stud auction sale, they married at Kent Town Methodist Church. Maynard went back to teaching at PAC. He was made Master in Charge of the Preparatory School in 1949. Louise took a very active role as President of the Mothers club. She also coached the boys tennis and her specialty hurdling. 

Maynard died in December 1962. Louise was left with four boys David 16, Robert 14. Andy 11 and Bill 7. As they had been living at the school, Louise had to buy a house and move out before the start of the new school year. This was a very difficult time as there was no superannuation or life insurance and they had very little savings. Louise went back to teaching at MLC after a 22 year break, she found it very different. In 1966 when the opportunity to go farming arose she grabbed it with relish. 
She had no business experience and no financial backing. She felt that most people expected her to sell up. To her that would have been failure. 

She was a groundbreaker.  At that time there were very few women in business and even fewer running there own stud farm. She was not a feminist she just wanted to be recognized for doing what she did very well.
For 4 years, before she built a house on the property, Louise would travel 50 minutes up to the farm every day from Hazelwood Park, after getting her boys off to school or University.
Louise loved her sheep. She was a Poll Dorset devotee. She was extremely proud of achievements of her father, WJ and was always ready to talk Poll Dorsets. She went straight on to the Adelaide region committee of the Poll Dorset Association and went on to be its first and only women chairman.
She loved working with the sheep, selecting, breeding, lambing, feeding lambs and showing. She enjoyed the competition and the camaraderie of the other breeders. Her enthusiasm and ability to relate to young people made her a great support for new breeders.

Louise won many Championships with her sheep, her peak achievement being in 1974 when she won three major champion ram prizes with three different rams in three different states.
In 1999 she was awarded a Life Membership of the Poll Dorset Association.
She remained very physically fit throughout her life. When she was 80 she joined a horse trek through the Snowy Mountains. She impressed the guides that much that when they opened a new trail up the following year they rang and asked her to come up with them again. When she was 86, her son David entered her in the over 85years 100m sprint for women at the Australian Masters Games. She went for training runs down the driveway with her sister Bette. On the day of the competition she won the gold medal and broke the world record by 24 seconds. 
 She is survived by her four sons and nine grand children.
Her son, Bill and his family maintain the Newbold sheep stud at Gawler River.
